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Pla'no museum to examine
turn-of-century sharecroppers.
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dble 1o offer omly & one-view

pse of Collin County's histary.
Dating back to 1891 and designated
83 & netionel landmarck, the farm
plfers & wivid portrait of how local
npper-clam landowners lived &t the
turn of thé century.

Exscative Direcior Ted Peterafs

proud of what the museam offers,
bet explained that wealthy land-
‘owners made op oaly 8 fraction of
Plano's popolation at thet Hma.

“We've glways known the big
farms were run by sharecroppers.
Most peopla didn't own their land.
Thay worked the farms” he sald
“Each family farmed 30 to 40 scres,
right up untl tractors were invent-
ed They lived without plambing or
electricity in Two-room houzes."

The original MSacre farm [o-
clnded & lerge Victorian home,
ihree barns and several outbuild-
ings. The preserved homestesd Ie-
maine on four scres just wesnt of
Castar Rosd on 15tk Streel &t PI-
men Drive, The ity of Plano owns
the lnod and leases It o the non-
profit Flane Haritege Associstion.

‘The azsociation slready had
plans 1o try to convert the muse-
um's current offioes iotw & fore
man's cottege where sherecroppers
bived while mapaging the farm-
ptend However, no one oo the mu.
senm's staff had the time to devote
1o the resparch Decessary 1o com-
plete the project, £
Problem solver

The solution presenbed itiell
when Hesther Brown, & sophomore
bistory major specializing {0 Ameri
can smodies st Princeton University,
contacted 1hé musenm. She was

for m summer interoship

and her Uming coeld net have bosn
better, Mr. Peterssid, -

"W thought that someons llke
Hesther — mew to the
“rea — could come in complately
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‘talked to don’t 1"‘
“. remember a lot of
prejudice or hunger. It's
really nice to hear about
their positive
experiences,”

! — Hesther Brown, reseancher
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edge of tha old house. Tt appears ta
have been abom 14 by 16 feet origls
nally.”

Changing times

That's just the kind of informe-
Uonel reszarch that Mr. Peters was
looking for, “These families today
liwe in $600 000 homes on the same
gpoi wherse people raised 10 kids in
two rooms without plombliag.

“Ce of my goals is to have & map
of tarn-of-thecentury Flaoo that
can overlay A map of Plano todsy,"
e contnoed, “T wonld lke vigitors
[to the museum| 1o be able to find
their home and to ses what farm-
giesd I was oo,

“People have no ides that these
mame farmars Uving in two-room
honsan reisad the people that leter
becama North Texss society,” Mr,
Paters sabd, "Most Lkely, I yoar
grandmotlier 15 a locsl then she wan
probably a sharecropper. This s
our commen history.”

In sddition to her research on
the bouse at Heritage Farmstesd,
s, Brown will study general share-
cropping and the specific larming
histary of Collln County. She will

whur w alre & s riaen of the sl

example of tenant farmer’s hot
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Finding evidence
"We're curreptly wying to-pet

ihe "3 bet things didn change
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ned, “Poverty kept many
withoat -h:lrlmr or plnﬁ!u

“Sarge” Stmpson Jr. His memodrs,
titled by Remembers chtonicke b



